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with them. His offer was accepted, and the three
made ready to leave the city in which thc\ tuut
enjoyed such happiness.

Their dignity and devotion did not make the
slightest appeal to the heart of the jealous queen, who
herself brought to them the suits of hark which they
were to wear in the forest. The two princes pal on
their new dress without remark, hut Situ was un-
willing to exchange her bright silks for such a rou^h
and uncomfortable costume ; and aftez a time it
was arranged that she should wear the coat of hark
over her silken raiment. Then the thiee exiles took
tender leave of the broken-hearted king, and made
respectful obeisance to the jealous queen, \\hile
Rama told her that not she but the will of the gods
sent them forth as exiles from his father's houset
and that in due time the wise purpose of heaven
would be clear to the eyes of all

The king, as a final favour, ordered that the
exiles should be conveyed from the city in a royal
chariot, and before long they were on their*way,
taking with them only their arms and armour, "a
husbandman's hoe, and a basket bound in hide*
Such was the grief of the people at their departure
that the dust raised by the wheels of the chariot was
laid by their copious tears.

Ill

After a long journey they came to the borders of
the great forest through which the sacred